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Package for cultivation of medicinal plants

Exress Nows Simwee

Cuttack, Dec 28: As crop
divessification or  muli-
cropping systems have be-
come the mantra for agri-
culture sector o enhance
productivity as well as en-
sure better returns for the
{armers, infusing medicin

al plants into the rice-
based Garming system hus

marketing of the yiekd
The Central Hice Re-
search Institute  (CRRD

bere bas developed a com-

prehensive package, com-
plete with technological

knowhow, supply of secds

and planting matesiaks, on
cultivation of medicmal pl-
ants like "brahmi’, 'jalbaa-
bmi', ‘bhasngaral’, ‘b
kadamba', “kalakeshdum’,
U 1k

emetged a very g P v, ‘sabgol
option andd "bacha’ in nce-based
Experts have projected a  croppeng systeamn,

net retum of more than Rs
| lakh from ene hectase of
medicingd plant  coluva-
100 in a season

The spin-offs  from
farming of medicinal pl-
ants include opening up
avenues for sell-emplo-
yment tor the sural youth
Huough processing and

Accopding 10 scientists,
by adopting "beabiml’ only,

A fanmer coan garoer "l

pross return of Ry 138
lakh per crop in addition
w his notmal kled rice
yield. The farmer has only
1o switch from rabi season
rice cultivation o bralimi’
plantation

'ls_lg‘ i\ hectire

A0 parner a returd of Rs 1.38 lakh per

1T

815" L9 A tarmar can hamess Two harvests

ALY S TS T

T T

Aller the harvesting ol
varly rice @ the lust week
ol Seplember, the Gelds
should be prepared  for
‘brahend’ plantation

Cuttings of the owedicin

Al plant of high yeld
‘medha’ and “progyasha-
ki’ varsety are svaslable ot
(he CHRI Adopting proper
techniques, a farmer can
Iamess two barvests, the

Tless after 120 days of tra-
ton  and  the
second after 90 o 100
days of the fisst cutting
The kand cian be then utilis-
ed for rice cultivation in
the next season
CRRI Dizector Dr MP
Pandey said that the yiek!
in the firne and second
harvests is estimated to be

{ around 40,000 kg uxd

30,000 kg per hectare re-
spectively

“The Input costs includ-
Ing land preparution, pro-

d curement of planting ma-

terials, irrigation, harvest-
Ing, drying and stoning s
(8 ed 1o be Hs 36,000,
Meeting it out, the fanmer
woulld earn a healthy in-
come of Rs 1,02 lakh a1 the
end of the Season,” Dr
Pandey asserted.

Brohmi has vse m seve-
ral allments ranging from
disorders of the brain, epl-
lepsy,  rheumatism, e
spiratory  diseases  and
even cardiac  adments
Apart from pharmaceutic:
al use, commercial pro
ducts fike hair oil, e
Juvenating soft drinks, log-
enzes, tea, health food
and even leafy vegetabiles
can be made from the
wander plant

The plamt can he used
bath fresh and dey and
even in the julce form

“With farmees taking up
cultivation inearmest, opp-
onunities for self-emplo-
yment through processing
industries and agro-medic
al undts would open up for
the youth in the region”
Dr Pandey said



